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conclusion of which they again came forward to the foot
of the hill, and then the sceptre-bearer began a song,
which he accompanied with a dance, in both which the
men joined, but the women danced without singing.

Drake now, distrusting them no longer, admitted" them
into his fortification, where they continued their song and
dance a short time; and then both the king, and some
others of the company, made long harangues, in which it
appeared, by the rest of their behaviour, that they en-
treated him to accept of their country, and to take the
government of it into his own hands; for the king, with
the apparent concurrence of the rest, placed the crown
upon his head, graced him with the chains and other signs
of authority, and saluted him with the title of hioh.

The kingdom thus offered, though of no further value
to him than as it furnished him with present necessaries,
Drake thought it not prudent to refuse; and, therefore,
took possession of it in the name of queen Elizabeth, not
without ardent wishes, that this acquisition might have
been of use to his native country, and that so mild and in-
nocent a people might have been united to the church of
Christ.

The kingdom being thus consigned, and the grand affair
at an end, the common people left their king attd his do-
mesticks with Drake, and dispersed themselves over the
camp; and when they saw any one that pleased them by
his appearance more than the rest, they tore their flesh,
and vented their outcries as before, in token of reverence
and admiration.

They then proceeded to show them their wounds and
diseases, in hopes of a miraculous and instantaneous cure;
to which the English, to benefit and undeceive them at the
same time, applied such remedies as they used on the like
occasions.

They were now grown confident and familiar, and came
down to the camp every day, repeating their ceremonies
and sacrifices, till they were more fully informed how dis-
agreeable they were to those whose favour they were so